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Sej’n Announces Expansion
Auto supplier plans to add 200 jobs.

Sej’n America announced Monday, May 17th, it plans to nearly double its workforce over the next two years.

Sej’n President, Seung-Hwa Ahn told a group that included members of the Tallapoosa County Commission, the Dadeville City Council and the Lake Martin Economic Development Alliance that they plan to soon add 200 jobs to its current workforce of 234.

Ahn said the $7 million investment includes adding the first 100 jobs by November and the following 100 by 2012. They will also extend their facilities by 72,000 square feet.

“This is a continuing commitment by Sej’n America to the community,” Ahn said. “When we came to this area, we committed to the city and county…we have kept that commitment and will continue to do so in the future.”

The company is located in the William T. Thweatt Industrial Park in Dadeville, Alabama and manufactures automobile parts for both KIA and Hyundai. 

Sej’n Accounting Manager IW Kim said the average hourly wage of the jobs that will be added will be $9 an hour, but they plan to also add some that pay between $10.50 to $12.

According to the Lake Martin Area Economic Development Alliance, 42% of  Sejin’s employees reside in Alexander City, while Dadeville, Camp Hill & Jackson’s Gap account for 28%. 

Tallapoosa County Commissioner, Emma Jean Thweatt, thanked the Sej’n executives for allowing the commission to be a part of their expansion celebration. “We welcome this new addition to our park,” she said. “It was a dream of my late husband’s and we feel like you’re making his dream come true.”

Lake Martin Area EDA Director, Don McClellan said that there are now over 500 employees at the Thweatt Industrial Park and that it wouldn’t surprise him if they doubled that amount within the next several years. “I’ve been impressed with Sej’n ever since they located here. They are a company of quality and a company of quality leadership too.”

Kim said the feeling of appreciation is mutual and said Sej’n chose the Lake Martin area because of its location and availability of a good workforce.

Lake Martin Area EDA Chairman, Marshall Griffin recognized the company’s success they are having amidst the county’s economic struggles. “I think all of us in this room 
know, we’re facing some struggling times in our community with businesses that are not as successful and happened to face obstacles you have overcome,…This area needs good news, and this will be good new for them when they see what’s happening at Sej’n,” Griffin said. 
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